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v wherein the first engagement meifibeKs an active engagement member that is 
movable, relative to the one of ti*e sole of the snowboard boot or th^indingTowhich the 
first engagement member is ntfounted, between Afirs^stafe^wherein the first engagement 




member does not engage 
first engagement memb 
the toe area ofth^ooot fro 



sec 



'nOjeflgagenfent member and a second state wherein the 
the sepdnd engagement member to prevent release of 
ri^ttie^ during riding, and 
wherein the active engagement member is automatically movable, in response to 




\5. (Amended) The snowboard boot of claims, in combination with the 
binding, wherein the pair of spaced apart engagement members is spaced apart by a 
distance, and wherein the wider base-end portion of the cleat is wider than the distance, 
and wherein the narrower free-end portion of the cleat is narrower than the distance. 
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6. (Amended) The [snowboard boot] combination of clain^fS, wherein the pair 

j~J pf qpap^H apa rt P i nn-na^m fl i nt tn^rnhprr \v gparpH apnrt hy n . HWnnp . a mfaprPin f^P plpal 
H -faft rK T Ir l f l S rlHl^ rl l ln - i 1 m.iI P i i ^n'HprtriP nnrl prwtinn nf tnn r^ppf trk^a 

/y nnrr n w°r - h^H *»nd p n ^ nn nf tV >^ ^tlpp*, anrl wherein the wider toe-end portion of the cleat 
is wider than the distance and the narrower heel-end portion of the cleat is narrower than 
the dis tance. _ 

(Twice Amended) The snowboard boot of claim^T, in combination with the 
binding, wherein the pair of spaced apart engagement members is spaced apart by a 
\$ ftistan^' wl i prin flr - ^nt fiirth n r tnp^r? nWp ^ length n f t nn ^^ . fanm * ^yjdfr to^-^H- 
/^- portion of the c l eat - to a narrower hoot- ond portion - of the c t cat, - and wherein the wider toe- 
end portion of the cleat is wider than the distance and the narrower heel-end portion of 
the cleat is narrower than the distance. 
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V^olg^and 

a second engagement member mounted to the sole to [releasablyj engage— 
the first engagement member; 

wherein [one of] the [first and] second engagement member[s] is an actiye-^^^ 
engagement member arid [anothefw] tn&iirst [and second] engagepierifmember[s] is a 
ompatible engagement meniber that is enaageable with^th€lictive engagement member, 
the active engagement member being movaple^Iative to the [one of the binding or the] 
sole [to which the active engagdmenUaemper is mounted], from a first state wherein the 
active engagement member doesiiot engage the compatible engagement member to a 
second state wherein th^ct^ye engagement member engages the compatible engagement 
member to preventrelease of the second engagement member from the first engagement 
member dimftg riding; and 

ymierem the second engagement member automatically disengages from the first 
engagement member i n response to the snowboard b ™ t s^p p ^f* nii^ - n rPwip^pmpnt^th 
^binaiSgT — ~~ — - — 



_S 4 (Twi ce Arrmrhri) A non-releasahle snowboard b i nding to mount a 
snowboard boot to a snowboard, the snowboard boot including a first engagement 
ber, the snowboard binding comprising: 
a base; and 

a second engagement member, mounted to th^^bJise, that is adapted to mate with 
the first engagement/member to [releasably] epgage the snowboard boot to the binding, 
ent member being ^ifactive engagement member that is movable 
between £ fii^t'state wKerein the second engagement member does not 
gani£M member and a second state wherein the second engagement 
fst engagetfient member to prevent release of the boot from the 



the second engage] 
relative to the base 
engage the first enj 
member engages 



binding dumigriding, and wherein the active engagement member is automatically 
movab^in response to the snowboard boot stepping out of the binding, from the second 
ite to the-first-state: 
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xo5. (Amended) The snowboard binding of claimk54, wherein the active^ 
engagement member is further automatically movable, in response to the rider stepping 
into the binding, from the first state to the second state, [wherein the first engagement 
member includes a cleat having a base mounted to a sole of the snowboard boot and 
medial and lateral sides, and] wherein the second engagement member includes a pair of 
spaced apart engagement members each adapted to engage one of [the] a medial and 
// lateral side[s] of the.©tear * , 





s>m. (Amended) The snowboard binding of claiinio, in combination with the 
binding, wherein the first engagement member includes a cleat having a base mounted to 
a sole of the snowboard boot and medial and lateral sides, and wherein the cleat has a 
wider base-end portion and a narrower free-end portion, and wherein the pair of spaced 
apart engagement members is spaced apart by a distance that is greater than the narrower 
free-end portion of the cleat and smaller than the wider base-end portion of the cleat. 



i 



?5. (Amended) The [snowboard binding] combination of claim564, wherein each 
of the medial and lateral sides of the cleat further tapers along a length of the cleat from a 
wider toe-end portion of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of the cleat, and wherein 
the pair of spaced apart engagement members is spaced apart by a distance that is greater 
than the narrower heel-end portion of the cleat and smaller than the wider toe-end portion 
of the cleat. 



(Amended) The [snowboard binding] combination of claii 
of the pair of spaced apart engagement members is loop-shaped. 



4, wherein each 
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(Amended) The [snowboard binding] combination of clainro9, wherein at 
least one of the pair of spaced apart engagement members is biased for movement toward 
the other. 



(Amended) The [snowboard binding] combination of clairn^^ wherein each 
of the pair of spaced apart engagement members is loop-shaped. 

^^(Amended) The [snowboard binding] combination of claim^I/wherein at 
least one of the pair of spaced apart engagement members is biased for movement toward 
the other. 



— 73r^(TwiceAmended) A [snowEoa?di?t nding to mount a onowboard boot] ^ 

system for mounting a rider to a snowboard, the [snowboard boot including a first 
engagement member, the snowboard binding] system comprising: 
a snowboard boot including a first engagement member; and 
a snowboard binding comprising; >^ 
a base; and 

a second engagement/member, mounted to the base, th^Hs adapted to 
mate with the first engagement mejnber to releasably epg^ge the snowboard boot 
to the binding, the second engagement memberj^eing an active engagement 
member that is movable relative to the ba^e^oetween a first state wherein the 
second engagement member does nefea^age the first engagement member and a 
second state wherein thersecprfa engagement member engages the first 
engagement member tp^jW^fefl lifting of the boot from the binding during riding, 
and wherein the a<fuve engagement member is automatically movable, in response 
to the rider stepping out of the binding, from the second state to the first state; 
wherein^ne active engagement member is further automatically movable, in 
response to/me rider stepping into the binding, from the first state to the second state. 
wherein/fhe first engagement member includesj^sleat^ravftlg^ mounted to a sole of 
the snowboard boot andjjiedialrandTatoa^ sides, and wherein the second engagement 




